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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Regarding independent claim 1 and its 
dependent claims 2-10, MPEP, section 2173.05(p) states, "A single claim which claims 
both an apparatus and the method steps of using the apparatus is indefinite under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph." Id. Independent claim 1 recites "A method for 
synchronizing the motion sequences of at least one main pile and at least one auxiliary 
pile in a feeder or delivery device of a printing material processing machine", and then 
recites the structure of the device including a drive, a main pile controller, an additional 
drive and an auxiliary pile controller. After this, independent claim 1 refers back to 
limitations regarding the method of operation of the auxiliary pile controller and the main 
pile controller. Since claim 1 and its dependent claims 2-10 claim both an apparatus 
and the method steps of using the apparatus, these claims are indefinite. 

Regarding the dependent claims 2-10, these claims are generally narrative and 
indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. practice. In particular, these claims do not 
set forth any particular method steps. It is unclear as to what method steps are claimed. 

Regarding claim 3, it is also unclear as to whether at least one of the last- 
reached position of the auxiliary pile and the last-reached position of the main pile is 
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stored in the main pile controller, the auxiliary pile controller or the higher-level machine 
controller, or stored in a plurality of these controllers. 

Regarding claim 4, it is unclear whether the stored position, future travel paths 
are for the auxiliary pile, the main pile, or both of these piles. 

Regarding claim 5, it is unclear whether the travel path of the main controller, the 
travel path of the auxiliary pile, or the travel paths of both of these piles is transmitted as 
a setpoint value. Also, it is unclear in claim 5 as to whether such path(s) is'transmitted 
to the main pile controller, transmitted to the auxiliary pile controller, or transmitted to 
both of these controllers. 

Regarding claim 7, it is unclear as to how the communication device 
compensates for delays during signal transmission. 

Regarding claim 8, it is unclear whether the auxiliary pile controller, the main pile 
controller, or the higher-level machine controller, or a plurality of these controllers 
measure disturbances. Also, it is unclear how one or more of the controllers can 
measure disturbances. Rather, it appears that a sensor of some sort is needed to 
measure disturbances. 

Regarding the dependent claims 9-10, no structure for the device is recited in 
claim 9. Rather, there is structure recited for a device in independent claim 1. As such, 
it is unclear as to what, if any, structure is claimed in the dependent claims 9 and 10. 

Regarding the dependent claim 1 1 , it is unclear whether the start signal is 
received from the main pile controller or received from the higher-level machine 
controller. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. In particular, independent claim 1 
and its dependent claims are directed to neither a "process" nor a "machine," but rather 
embrace or overlap two different statutory classes of invention set forth in 35 U.S.C. 101 
which is drafted so as to set forth the statutory classes of invention in the alternative 
only. See, MPEP, section 2173.05(p). In particular, independent claim 1 recites both a 
process and a machine. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-11, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Leichnitz et al. In particular, Leichnitz meets all of the limitations 
set forth in claims 1-11. 

Regarding independent claim 1 of the instant application, Leichnitz et al. 
discloses a method for synchronizing the motion sequences of at least one main pile (4) 
and at least one auxiliary pile (8) in a feeder or delivery device (2) of a printing material 
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processing machine (1), the device having a drive for moving the main pile (7) and a 
main pile controller (12) associated with the drive (7), and having an additional drive 
(11) for moving the auxiliary pile (8) and an auxiliary pile controller (13) associated with 
the additional drive (11), the method comprising: 

receiving a start signal at the auxiliary pile controller (13) to move the auxiliary 
pile (8), the start signal being received from the main pile controller or from a further, 
higher-level machine controller (14), the start signal simultaneously initiating a 
movement of the main pile (4). See claim 1 and column 5, lines 10-16 of Leichnitz et al. 

Regarding the dependent claim 2, the main pile (4) and the auxiliary pile (8) 
travel a same distance within a same time using the main pile controller (12) and the 
auxiliary pile controller (13). See claim 1 and column 5, lines 10-16 of Leichnitz et al. 

Regarding the dependent claim 3, at least one of a last-reached position of the 
auxiliary pile and a last reached position of the main pile (4) is stored in the main pile 
controller and/or in the auxiliary pile controller and/or in the further, higher-level machine 
controller (14). In particular, it appears from Fig. 4 that at least the last-reached position 
of the main pile (4) can be stored in the higher-lever machine controller (14) when it is 
received as a signal from the pile height scanner (15). 

Regarding the dependent claim 4, at least one of a last-reached position of the 
auxiliary pile and a last-reached position of the main pile (4) defines a stored position, 
future travel paths for the auxiliary (8) and/or main (4) pile being a function of the stored 
position. See, e.g., column 2, lines 62-67 and column 5, lines 18-41. 
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Regarding the dependent claim 5, a travel path of the main pile (4) and/or a 
travel path of the auxiliary pile is transmitted as a setpoint value to the main pile 
controller (12) and/or the auxiliary pile controller (13). See, e.g., column 4, lines 52-61 
and Fig. 4. 

Regarding the dependent claim 6, the start signal is transmitted via a 
communication device (14) between the auxiliary pile controller (13) and the main pile 
controller (12). See Fig. 1 and column 5, lines 10-16. 

Regarding the dependent claim 7, column 5, lines 21-31 disclose compensating 
for delays occurring during signal transmission via the communication device (14). 

Regarding the dependent claim 8, the auxiliary pile controller and/or the main pile 
controller and/or the higher-level machine controller measure disturbances and to take 
the disturbances into account in the control of the drive (7) and additional drive (11). 
See, e.g., column 2, lines 62-67. 

Regarding the dependent claim 9, as best understood, Leichnitz et al. discloses a 
device (including 1, 2, 7, 11, 12, 13 and 14) for carrying out the method according to 
claim 1. 

Regarding the dependent claim 10, the device (including 1, 2, 7, 11, 12, 13 and 
14) is a printing press. See Abstract. 

Regarding independent claim 1 1 , Fig. 1 shows a feeder (2) or delivery device of 
a printing material processing machine (1) having synchronized motion sequences of at 
least one main pile (4) and at least one auxiliary pile (8) comprising: 

a drive (7) for moving the main pile (4); 
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a main pile controller (12) associated with the drive (7); 



an additional drive (11) for moving the auxiliary pile (8); and 



an auxiliary pile controller (13) associated with the additional drive (11), the 



auxiliary pile controller (13) receiving a start signal to move the auxiliary pile (8), the 
start signal being received from the main pile controller or from a further, higher-level 
machine controller (14), the start signal simultaneously initiating a movement of the 
main pile (4). See also claim 1 and column 5, lines 10-16. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
703-305-0554. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on 703-306-4173. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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